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The Truth About
Quality and Durability

When comparing faucets, the
difference is rarely just about style. A
faucet from a big box store may look
similar to a professional-grade luxury
fixture, but the real difference is found in
the materials, construction, durability,
and long-term performance. For
homeowners planning a kitchen
remodel or bathroom renovation,
understanding what is inside the faucet
matters just as much as what is on the
outside.
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What is the difference between a Home
Depot faucet and a California Faucets
fixture? Learn about brass construction,
plastic internals, PVD finishes, durability,
and why quality matters in a kitchen or
bathroom remodel.

The Short Answer

Beauty is easy.
Performance is earned.



Looks can be deceiving. Quality
lives beneath the surface.

A retail faucet from Home Depot is often designed
to hit a lower price point, while a professional-
grade faucet like California Faucets is built with
long-term performance in mind. Though they may
appear similar from the outside, the difference
often comes down to internal parts, material
quality, serviceability, and finish durability. In
remodeling, these details can affect how your

» ‘ " fixture performs for years to come.
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Brass builds confidence.
Plastic builds compromise.

Plastic Internals vs. Solid Brass

One of the biggest differences between lower-cost faucets and higher-end
plumbing fixtures is the internal construction. Many retail-grade faucets use
plastic, nylon, or lightweight metal components to reduce manufacturing costs.
California Faucets and other luxury brands are often built with solid brass
construction and more durable internal parts. Brass offers strength, stability,
and a more substantial feel, while also holding up better over time under heat,
pressure, and daily use.

tween a Big Box Faucet and a
Luxury Faucet?

What Is the Difference Be

A retail faucet from Home Depot is often designed to hit a lower price point,
while a professional-grade faucet like California Faucets is built with long-term
performance in mind. Though they may appear similar from the outside, the
difference often comes down to internal parts, material quality, serviceability,
and finish durability. In remodeling, these details can affect how your fixture
performs for years to come.




Why Plastic Internals Matter

Plastic internal components may help make a faucet more
affordable up front, but they can wear down faster over time. With
repeated exposure to hot water, pressure, and friction, plastic parts

may become less stable than brass or ceramic components. For
homeowners focused on material quality, durability, and water-
conscious design choices, the internal makeup of a faucet is an

important part of the conversation.

Affordable now can become
expensive later.

The Microplastic Conversation

For some homeowners, the concern around plastic internals
goes beyond durability and into wellness. As people become
more aware of the role plastics play in everyday living, many
are looking more carefully at the materials used in products
that come into direct contact with water. Choosing a faucet with
high-quality metal construction can be part of a broader move
toward more intentional, long-lasting materials in the home.

What Is a PVD Finish?

PVD stands for Physical Vapor Deposition. It is an advanced
finishing process used on many high-end plumbing fixtures
to create a stronger, more durable surface. Unlike more
standard finishes that sit on top of the faucet, PVD
technology creates a finish that is more resistant to
scratching, tarnishing, and wear. This matters for
homeowners who want their faucet finish to hold up

Why PVD Finishes Are Different beautifully in a busy kitchen or bathroom.

A faucet finish is not just about appearance.

In a kitchen or bathroom, the finish needs to

stand up to fingerprints, water exposure,

cleaning products, and everyday use. PVD Dally use reveals true quallt)
finishes are prized because they help

preserve the beauty of the fixture over time.

For homeowners investing in a remodel, that

means fewer signs of wear and a longer-

lasting look.




Repairability vs. Replaceability

Many homeowners do not think about repairability until
something goes wrong. Professional-grade faucet
brands are often built with serviceable parts, meaning
components can be replaced instead of throwing the ——
entire fixture away. That can make a major difference in —% = '
both cost and convenience over time. < | [

What This Means for Quality and Durability

When you invest in a professional-grade faucet, you are investing in better materials, better
engineering, and better long-term performance. That can mean a sturdier feel, fewer leaks, stronger
finish durability, and a fixture that continues to look and function beautifully for years. In a kitchen or
bathroom remodel, those details matter because they support both everyday living and long-term
design value. 11l = ——— ‘

Why It Matters
in a Remodel

In a remodel, every selection impacts
the final result. Cabinetry,

countertops, tile, lighting, and . :

plumbing fixtures all work together, Wrapplng It Up
but fixtures are among the most used A faucet may seem like a small decision in the scope of
items in the home. Choosing quality a remodel, but it plays a major role in how your kitchen
plumbing is not just about luxury. It is or bathroom performs and feels over time. When
about performance, reliability, and comparing Home Depot faucets to California Faucets,
selecting products that support the the conversation comes down to more than price. It is
investment you are making in your about material integrity, finish durability, life span, and

choosing products that support both beauty and
function for the long haul.

space.
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